
 

 

From the Office of the Bishop 
 
Bishop DiMarzio has asked that we provide the following to our parishioners.  An update on the 
pending lawsuit and limitations on Church attendance this weekend. 
 
Yesterday the Diocese of Brooklyn filed a lawsuit in federal court to fight for our right to 
worship, protected under the First Amendment to the United States Constitution.  The city and 
the state have failed to show cause for the closure of our schools and severe restrictions on our 
churches, decisions made this week that are not based on the facts.  Those facts are that we have 
implemented the strictest COVID-19 safety protocols in our churches and schools and as a result, 
we have had no COVID outbreaks or significant cases. 
 
Since the onset of the Coronavirus pandemic here in the epicenter of Brooklyn and Queens, the 
safety of parishioners in the Diocese has and continues to be our top priority.  Our COVID-19 
Emergency Task Force developed protocols based on the guidance offered by the CDC and your 
administration.  We thank former New York City Office of Emergency Management 
Commissioner Joseph Esposito, who guided us on our Reopening Plans and the subsequent safe 
reopening of our churches and schools. 
 
Since weekend Masses began on July 4th, our adherence to strict COVID-19 social distancing 
safety protocols has worked, keeping our faithful safe from the effects of this virus. 
 
Our people feel a solemn duty to Almighty God to participate in the Eucharistic 
celebration.  They were away from the Church for over 18 weeks when we closed the churches 
during our holy season of Lent and the holiest day on our calendar, Easter.   This was not 
required of us, but we closed our doors for the first time in our history to do our part to flatten the 
curve during the height of the pandemic. 
Since returning, the faithful have fully abided by the rules, including wearing masks during Mass 
and sitting six feet apart, with a row roped off in between, and standing six feet apart on the 
Communion line.  Our pastors have installed hand sanitizers at the entrances and ensured 
Churches are cleaned and sanitized after Mass.  They have devoted much time, resources, and 
expense to enforce these strict requirements. 
 
Please know that our Diocese will not defy the new round of severe restrictions, but we 
vehemently disagree with the capacity limits being place on us, 10 people maximum in a red 
zone and 25 people at most in an orange zone.  When you consider that many of our churches are 
very large, with the ability to hold between 700 and 900 hundred people for worship, if defies 
logic to limit us t only 10 people.  It is also disrespectful to Catholics who have only been 
abiding by the rules.  We do not agree with such limitations because they completely disregard 
the fact that our safety protocols have worked. 
 
We appeal to our city and state leaders to keep capacity limits to the present 25%, as we have 
proven to be able to operate at such capacity with any problems in our Churches.  We have not 
contributed to COVID spikes in our communities.  While there may be an increase in cases in 
our surrounding area, the fact that we have not been affected is proof that our protective 
measures are working and that our faithful communities are outside of others being affected. 



 

 

 
As of this Friday, 10 of our Catholic school will be closed as a result of the onerous restrictions 
being placed on us.  Those 10 school have a combined enrollment of 2,758 students, who have 
been in school for five weeks, and yet there has only been one COVID was reported. 
 
WHAT THIS MEANS FOR THIS WEEKEND'S MASSES 
 
We do not know when the judge will rule on the case.  It could be quickly, or it could be next 
week.  Because of that we must emphasize that we will abide by the law as it stands, unfair 
though it may be. 
 
As the Parish of the Good Shepherd is located in the red zone - until further notice all Holy 
Masses (weekend and weekdays) at Good Shepherd will be celebrated privately by the 
priests.  The church will remain closed to all the public. You are welcome to visit the Holy 
Family Garden for private prayer. 
 
We will continue to livestream the Sunday 10:00 A.M. Holy Mass on the parish FACEBOOK 
page…  
https://www.facebook.com/goodshepherdbrooklyn 
 
For continuing updates please visit our parish website at… 
https://www.goodshepherdbrooklyn.org 
 
Please direct your complaint directly to the Office of the Governor. You can contact him at 1-
518-474-8390. 
 
We ask your cooperation and continuing prayers and support through all this. 
 
During the month of October let us remember to turn to our Most Blessed Mother in prayer 
through the Holy Rosary reflecting upon the mysteries of our Lord Jesus Christ. Please pray 
for our Universal Church, local diocese, parishes and schools, and Nation! 
 
Peace, 
Rev. Fr. Thomas V. Doyle 
Pastor 
 
 
 


